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These last were as a rule the work of half-educated monks,
and consequently redolent of the cloister.
As representatives of historical writing proper may be
selected Procopius (sixth century), Constantine Porphyro-
genitus and Leo Diaconus (tenth), Anna Comnena and
Nicetas Acominatus (twelfth), and the four historians of the
fall of Constantinople—Laonicus Chalcocondyles, George
Phrantzes, Ducas, and Critobulus of Imbros (fifteenth). Of
the long line of Byzantine chroniclers, we may choose John
Malalas (sixth century), George the Monk (ninth), and John
Zonaras (twelfth).
Procopius, who heads our list, is a good representative of
the highly educated Byzantine historian. Trained as a jurist,
he became secretary to Justinian's famous general Belisarius,
whom he accompanied on his campaigns. His great historical
work is his description of Justinian's wars against the
Persians, Vandals, and Goths, based nlainly on his own per-
sonal experiences. In style he is a follower of Herodotus and
Thucydides. The work is of high merit and historical value,
especially for the information it gives on geography and the
peoples lying outside the Byzantine Empire. Apart from
the panegyrics on Justinian the histories of Procopius are
marked by a love of truth. As a supplement, he wrote later
the famous Anecdota, the Secret History, which purports to set
out facts formerly suppressed out of fear of Justinian and
Theodora, who are now unsparingly attacked. 'It was not
possible', he says in the Preface, 'to record in a fitting manner
events while the actors in them were still alive. It would
have been impossible to escape the attentions of the swarms
of spies, or avoid being detected and perishing most
miserably.' Though this outburst may lower our opinion of
Procopius as a man, it does not shake his credit as a historian.
It well illustrates the difficulties which beset a Court-
historian, and the duty of writing his master's panegyric
finds an outlet in a third work of Procopius, On the buildings
of Justinian. As a whole Procopius is characterized rather by
accuracy in fact than by a wide philosophic outlook.
In Constantine VII Porphyrogenitus1 of the tenth century
1 For Constantine's literary activities, see A* Rambaud, VEmpire grec an
dixieme siecle (Paris, Franck, 1870), pp. 51-174.

